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* Fig. 4.1 A reliance on “clinical experience” rather than on adequate tests
resulted in the wrong treatment. The dentist relied on a radiograph only
(no tests) and concluded that the lateral incisor was the painful problem
tooth. After treatment, with no change in the level of pain, the patient was
referred for root-end surgery. Examination of preoperative and postopera-
tive radiographs, as well as clinical tests, showed that treatment had been
performed on a tooth with normal pulp. The central incisor was found to
have pulp necrosis and an acute apical abscess. Immediate pain relief fol-
lowed root canal treatment on the correct tooth.
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* Fig. 4.2 Extraoral Sinus Tract. A, This surface lesion (arrow) was misdiagnosed and treated unsuc-
cessfully by a dermatologist for several months. Fortunately, the patient’s dentist then recognized it to be
a draining sinus tract and its source was a mandibular anterior tooth. B, The pulp was necrotic because of
severe attrition with pulp exposure. C, After proper root canal treatment only, D, the sinus tract and surface
lesion resolved completely (arrow).
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* Fig. 4.3 Sinus Tract and Parulis. A, Asymptomatic, intraoral swelling on mucosa near first molar.
B, Purulence can be expressed. C, The first molar is nonresponsive to pulp sensitivity testing and there is
a radiolucency apical to the mesiobuccal root.
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and not periodontic.
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* Fig. 4.6 A, Refrigerant is available in a pressured can. B, Refrigerant
sprayed on a large cotton pellet is convenient and effective for determining
pulp responsiveness.
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* Fig. 413 A and B, A case of an infected torus mimicking endodontic
pathology. (Courtesy Dr. Michael Melkers.)
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* Fig. 4.18 Cracks may be seen visually on coronal structure (A), or sometimes once a restoration is
removed (B).
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* Fig. 4.19 The typical findings of a vertical root fracture seen on digital (A) and cone beam computed
tomography (CBCT) (B) imaging.
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Fig. 420 The varying presentations of pathologcal root resorption, nciuding internal (A), apcal external inflammatory roo! resorpbon (B), pressure
> on (C), and nvasive ceevical roct rese on (D)
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